L
£
i

Australian
Bureaq of
Statistics

CATALOGUE NO. 8752.7
EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.00 A.M. 7 APRIL 1994

BUILDING ACTIVITY, NORTHERN TERRITORY
DECEMBER QUARTER 1993

- SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Value of building work done at average 1989-90 prices e Expressed in average 1989-90 prices the total value of
butlding work done during the December quarter 1993
was $74.4 million, 13.8% higher than the September
quarter figure and the highest level for this statistical series

Fercentage change on since it reached $89.0 million for the December quarter
Sepr guarter 1993 Dec. quarter 1992 1987.
New residential building 06 318 « The increase in total building work done was entirely due
Alterations and additions to a 30.2% increase in non—residenual building to §39.7
oo ”"ﬂ;f‘"?ij"‘;“!ﬁﬂgﬁ 02 17 million. The value of residential building work done, both
Non-residential building 3.2 : new and alterations and additions. remained virtually
Total building 13.8 401 static at $30.7 million and $4.0 million respectively.
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INQUIRIES » Jor more information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished

statistics, contact Colin Speechiey on Adelaide (08) 237 7495 or any ABS State Office.
s for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back of this publication.




SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - continued

Value of building work commenced at average 198990 prices

Number of dwelling units commenced

Percentage change on

Sept. quarter 1993 Dec. gquarter 1992

New residential building 83 510
Alterations and additions

to residential buildings -11.4 -29.1
Non-residential building 408 - 914
Total bullding 11.9 £9.7

» Expressed in average 1989-90 prices the total value of
building work comimenced during the December quarter
1993 was $73.3 miilion, 11.9% higher than for the pre-
vious quarter and the fourth successive increase for this
data item. In fact the Decembervalue was the highest since
the March quarter of 1991.

=« The nise for December was due to an $11.1 million in-
crease to $38.3 million in the value of non--residential
commencements. This was countered to some exlent by
falls in the values of commencements of new residential

buildings and residential alterations and additions to $31. 1_

million and $3.9 million respectively.

s The value of non—residential commencements for the
December quarter 1993 was also the highest since the
March quarter 1991

YALUE OF WORK COMMENCED
AT AYERALE 137:-M PRICES
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1989 199¢ 1991 92 1993

Percentage change on

Sept. quarter 1993 Dec. quarter 1992

Private sectar houses ~28.3 14.8
Private sector dwelling units -27.4 26.5
Total dwelling units -20.8 39.6

The total number of dwelling units commenced during the
December quarter 1993 was 384, Although this was
20.8% lower than the September quarter figure of 485 it
was still higher than the five quaners preceding Septem-
ber.

Private sector houses and private sector dwelling units
commenced were lowerin Decemberby 28 3% and 27.4%
respectively. However the 225 recorded for houses and
the 344 for dwelling units were, apart from the September
guarter figures, the highest levels reached since the De-
cember quarter 1988.
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Value of building activity at current prices

The total value at current prices of building work com-
menced during the December quarter 1993 was $82.1
million of which $36.6 million was for new residential
building.

The value of work done during the Dece mber quarter was
$85.3 million and the value of work vet to be done on jobs
under construction at the end of the quarter was $74.8
million.



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - continued

VALUE OF RESIDENTIAL WORK DONE

AT AYVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES
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TABLE 4. VALUE OF B8UILDING ACTIVITY, AT AVERAGE 1989-9¢ PRICES {2}, NORTHERN TERRITORY

(S million)
New residennal building Afrerarions and Non-residennial building

addinons ra

Orher residennal residential
Period Houses buildings Teral buaidings Privaie Sector Toral Toral buiiding

COMMENCED

| 990-91 479 bl 68.9 16.1 4.1 192.6 27T &
199192 TRS 92 167.7 149 251 783 20409
1992-93 702 RA N 938 T 131 877 1946
1997 Sept. gtr 176 : 17 253 10 g4 1R? 48.0
Dec. gtr 156 30 06 is 19 198 459
1993 Mar. qtr t3.0 40 ’ 17.0 EX.] (B8 5% 461
Jane qur 240 69 e 1.0 H 237 ’ SR 6
Sept. qtrr 240 9 139 14 174 272 . 655
Dec. qir Hé s 111 1g 196 183 733

VALUE OF WORK DONE DURING PERIOD

1990-91 517 190 n7 155 330 166 1 © 1533
199192 668 s ¥8.3 13.7 .9 1168 LR}
199393 7112 276 1008 17.5 142 107.4 2487
1992 Sept. qtr 134 36 ERRH 47 94 6.6 £33
Dec. qir 169 6.1 23.0 1% 5.1 253 531
1993 Mar. qtr 151 57 08 45 I3 271 - 521
June qtr L1718 62 2490 3s . 4 281 556
Sept. gir r 129 20 0.9 10 1A 305 65 4
Dec. qur o7 9.0 1 S 9 . 176 397 74.4

(8} See paragraphs 22 and 23 of 1he Explanatory Notes. Constaat price esimates are subject to revision each quarer as mare up io date information on prices and
commedity compositions becomes available.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSHIP,
CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION,

' NORTHERN TERRITORY
Privare sector Public sector Total
Houses
Other Dther Orher
Contractor- ] residennial residential residennial
Period bt Orher Tota  beldings Toral Houses  buildings Total Houses  buildings Total
COMMENCED
1990-91 190 176 65 189 654 - 131 69 200 596 58 BS54
1991.92 439 230 669 390 1.059 252 4% 298 921 436 1357
1992.93 190 254 744 35 1097 4 13 97 824 166 1.194
1992 Sept qtr 108 72 177 1m m e [ 28 199 108 307
Dec. gir 134 65 196 76 272 3 — 3 199 T6 215
1991 Mar. qtr i 49 [ 60 ]| 241 16 — i6 176 Bl 257
June gtr 143 4R I 94 308 43 7 30 154 16! 155
Sept. qirr iz} ill 114 i 60 474 9 2 11 123 162 485
Dec gir 166 59 s 119 LE 2 iR 2 t 40 283 121 384
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF PERIOD
1990-91 97 202 298 112 110 42 38 - 80 340 150 490
199192 iss L 97 inl 158 - s2 128 &5 193 491 23 714
199293 152 192 . EER 10 si4 51 7 &0 W7 177 5§74
1992 Sept. qir - 1358 3 3149 138 187 119 "9 129 159 187 flé
Dec. gtr 179 219 R 162 580 17 17 15 |62 s
1993 Mar. gir 129 m 330 154 181 19 19 349 154 503
June gt 152 192 343 110 ils hk| 7 &0 et 177 574
Sept. qrr 233 136 64 123 fuld 41 9 | 510 3 T4}
Dec. qtr 241 1z 159 R XL 56 & RIS 125 T
COMPLETED
1996-91 317 126 441 187 630 196 23 179 619 70 Rl
199192 ERE] ] S99 K2 443 16& 19 185 185 1IR3 1,118
1992-93 524 kX1 788 KEE) 1.091 1549 71 130 a4 A 1321
1992 Sept. gtr 133 5 139 119 108 40 52 92 2% 171 300
Dec. gtr 8% 59 145 52 197 6 19 HAN 241 .7 iz
1993 Mar. qir 167 59 236 8% 3 14 — 14 240 g9 329
June qi 133 62 195 ® 73 v - 9 - MM 78 182
Sept.qurr 135 51 187 108 295 24 — 24 25 104 e

Deec. qir ) 157 76 23] Lié 149 24 I 15 287 127 184
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TABLE 6. NUMBER AND VALUE OF NEW HOUSES BUILT 8Y CONTRACT BUILDERS FOR

PRIVATE OWNERSHIP. BY COMPLETION VALUE RANGE AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Commenced Under construciion at end of peniod Completed
Less  $40.000 Less  340.000 Less  B40.400
tharn re 343000 than o 360000 than n  360.000
Period 20000 E5999F  and over Total 540000 §59.999 andover Total 546000  358.99¢  and over Torad
NUMBER
1990-91 3 18 169 190 3 11 a2 97 4 21 292 nr
1991-92 13 i0s 318 439 4 2 135 166 10 94 174 178
1992.93 25 18 187 490 L} il 12% 152 ot Ed 12 4
1992 Sept. qur & R TR 105 4 _22 109 135 4 37 107 |31
Dec. gir 7 3 [Tl 131 4 30 145 179 7 15 64 6
1993 Mar. qtr 4 14 R3] il L] 18 105 129 5 28 134 167
dune gtr B 20 115 143 6 21 125 152 ) 12 107 133
Sept. qur r [[4] 34 159 - 03 13 15 134 33 3 A 1t i35
Dec. qtr 6 1 136 (L) 15 35 191 24 4 25 128 157
VALUE ($m)
1990-91 o1 oy 134 M3 0.1 0é 76 8.2 ol 10 59 nl
[991-92 04 4 2690 329 o1 1.3 125 119 3 50 131 8.4
1992.93 0.7 42 62 4l o 1.1 2 118 07 16 179 432
1992 Sept. gir 0.2 1 EE -] L o1 1.0 11.3 12.5 0l H Ih ]9
Dec. gtr 02 112 oo 13 01 1.5 151 6.8 02 e 6.0 T
1993 Mar. qur 91 0s 14 iR 02 e (2] 1.8 118 02 14 1.0 126
June gtr 02 1.1 0.7 12.0 [1N] | 126 138 0.2 to 113 125
Sept. qurr 3 [ 149 170 .. . 8} 18 87 R LN i 0 it9
Deg. qer 02 1.3 122 137 ¢4 1.8 194 18 1A 1.3 1.4 128
TABLE 7. SUMMARY OF BUILDING ACTIVITY, NORTHERN TERRITORY
RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS (PER CENT)
DECEMBER QUARTER 1993
New residentigl building Yalue
Houses Totai Alrerafions
, Number of and addinions
Ownership ‘?M sage - dweiling fo residensiai Total
of construction Number Value _ wtits Value bualdings building
PRIVATE SECTCR
Commenced H L 07 0.7 2.2 4
Under construction st end of period 1.4 0.9 09 0.6 1.3 04
Complered 12 10 0B 0.7 18 0.5
Value of work done 08 0.5 1.6 03
Value of work yet to be done . 10 . 0.7 1.5 04
TOTAL PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS
Commenced 0.9 08 06 0.6 20 (3]
Under conmruction st end of period. 1.2 07 [(h] 0.5 1.2 ¥
Completed 1.1 08 0.7 0.6 13 04
Value of work done 0.6 0.4 1.5 02
09 0.6 15 02

Value of work yef to be done
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Intraduciiun

This publication contains detailed results from the
quarterly Building Activity Survey.

2. The statistics are compiled on the basts of returns
collected from builders and other individuals and organisa-
tions engaged in building activity. The quarterly survey con-
- sists of two components. '
() A complete enumeration of new residential building
construction or alterations and additions valued at
$10,000 or more to residential buildings.

A complete enumemtion of all non—residential build-
ing jobs, including alterations and additions, with an
approval value of $50,000 or more.

(b}

3 Prior to the June quarter 1991, private sector housing
activity was measured by a sample survey. Due fo the rela-
tively small size of the total building industry in the Northern
Territory the differences resulting between the two survey
methods is minimal. The change from a sample survey to a
complete enumeration has allowed the collection of accurate
small area data. available on request in unpublished form.

i From the September quarter 1950, only non-residen-
tial building jobs (both new and alteratucns and additions) with
an approval value of $50,000 or more are included in the

survey. For the September quarter 1985 1o June quarter 1990. -

the cut—off for inclusion was $30.000 or more and prior to that
it was $10,000 or more. Care should be taken in interpreting
data for specific classes of non-residential building.

5 The use of complete enumeration techniques in the
Building Activity Survey forthe Northern Territory means that
reliable estimates of private sector house building activity.
including alterations and additions to houses, are available at
the Staustical Local Area (SLA) level. Local govemment
areas, ot parts thereof, or any unincorporated area can be an
SLA. Dwelling unit commencement data for regions below
State level are shown in the monthly series of dwelling unit
commencements compiled by State offices of the ABS. Data
from this series, unlike those compiled from the Building
Activity Survey, are based on information reporied by govern-
ment authoritics. '

Scope and coverage

6. The statistics relate to building activity which includes
construction of new buildings and alterations and additions to
existing buildings. Construction activity not defined as build-
ing (e.g. construction of roads, bridges, railways, earthworks,
etc.) is excluded.

7. Building jobs included in each quarter in the Building
Activity Survey compnse those building jobs selected in pre-
vious quarters which have not beén completed (or com-
menced) by the end of the previous quarter and those building
jobs newly selected in the current quarter. The population list
from which building jobs are selected for inclusion comprises
all approved building jobs which were nolified to the ABS up
to but not including the last month of the reference quarter (e.g.
up to the end of August in respect of the September quarer
survey). This introduces a fag to (he stalistics in respect of those
building jobs notified and commenced in the last month of the
reference quarter (e.g. for the month of September in respect
of the September quarter survey). For example, building jobs
which were notified as approved in the month of June and
which actually commenced in that month are shown as com-
mencements in the September quarter. Similarly . building jobs
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which were notified in the month of September and which
actually commenced in that month are shown as commence-
ments in the December quarter.

Definitions

8. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and permanent
structure which has a roof. Its intended purpose is pnmarily to
house people, plant, machinery. vehicles, goods or livestock.
An integral feature of a building’s design, to satisfy ils in-
tended use, is the provision for regular access by persons.

9. A dwelling unit is defined as a selfcontained saite of
rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and intended
for long—term residential use. Units (whether self-conltained
or not) within buildings offering institutional care. such as
hospitals, or temporary accommodation such as motels, hos-
tels and holiday apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.
The value of units of this type is inciuded in the appropriate
category of non—residential building. '

10. A residential building is defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of one or more dwelling unuts. Residen-
tial buildings can be cither houses or other residential
buildings.

(@ A house ts defined as a detached building predomi-

: nantly used for long—term residential purposes and
consisting of only one dwelling unit. Thus, detached
‘granny flats” and detached dwelling units (such as
caretakers’ residences) associated with non—residen--
tial buildings are defined as houses for the purpose of
these statistics.
®) Another residential building is defined as a building
which is predominantly used for long-term residen-
tial purposes and which contains-(or has attached to
it) more than one dwelling uni (e g. includes town-
houses, duplexes, apartment buildings, etc.).

il The number of dwelling units created by alterations
and additions 10 existing buildings, and through the construc-
tion of new non—residential buildings, 15 not included in the
tables but is shown as a footnote to Table 1.

Commenced. A building job is regarded as com-
menced when the first physical building activity has been
performed on sile in the form of materials fixed in place and/or
labour expended (this includes site preparation but excludes
delivery of building materials, the drawing of plans and speci-
fications and the construction of non-building infrastructures
such as roads). :

13, Under construction. A building job is regarded as
being under construction at the end of a period if it has been
commenced but has not been completed, and work on it has
not been abandoned.

14, Completed. A building job is regarded as completed
when building activity has progressed to the stage when the
building can fuifil its intended function. In practice. the ABS
regards buildings as completed when noufied as such by
respondents to the survey.

Valuation of building jobs

15 The value series in this publication are derived from
estimates reported on survey returns as follows,

Value of building commenced or undey construction
represents the anticipated completion vatue based.
where practicable, on estimated market or contract

(a)



price of building jobs excluding the vatue of land and
landscaping. Site preparaton costs are included.
Where building jobs proceed over several quarters,
the anticipated completion value reported on the re-
turn for the first (commencement) quarter may be
amended on returns for subsequent {under construc-
tion) quarters as the job nears completion.

(b)Y lalue of building completed represents the actual

completion value based, where practicable, on the -

market or contract price of building jobs including
site preparation costs but excluding the value of land
and landscaping,

(¢} Value of building work done during the period repre-
sents the estimated value of building work actually
carried out during the quarter on building jobs which
have commenced.

(dy Value of building work yet to be done represents the
difference between the anticipated completion value
and the estimated value of work done onbuilding jobs
up to the end of the period.

Building classification

16. Ownership. The ownership of a building is classified
as either public sector or private sector according to the sector
of the intended owner of the completed building as evident at
the time of approval. Residential buildings being constructed
by private sector builders under government housing authority
schemes whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to

contract. to purchase the buildings on or before completion,

are classified as public sector.

17. Builder tvpe. Houses are classified according to the
type of builder as follows.

(a) Contractor—built houses are those constructed by a
private recognised building contractor, either under
contract, or in anticipation of sale or rental.

(b) ~  Houses built by other than contract builders are those
constructed by an owner {other than a recognised
building contractor) or under the owner's direction,
without the services of a single contractor responsible
for the whole job. Houses built by businesses (other
than recognised building contractors) and public sec-
tor orgamusations are also included in this category.

18, Functional classification of buildings. A building is
classified according to its intended major function Hence, a
building which is ancillary to other buldings or forms a part
of a group of related buildings 15 classified to the function of
the building and not to the function of the group as a whole.
An example of this can be seen in the treatment of building
work approved for a factory cornplex. In this case a detached
administration building would be classified to Offices, a de-
tached cafeteria building to Shops, while factory buildings
would be classified to Factories. An exception to this rule is
the treatment of group accommodation buildings where, for
example, a student accommodation building on a university
campus would be classified o Educational.

19.  Examples of the types of buildings included under
each main functional heading are shown in the following list.

(a) Houses. Includes cottages, bungalows, detached
caretakers'/managers’ cottages, rectories.

{b)  Other residential buildings. Includes blocks of flats.
home units, attached townhouses, villa units, terrace
houses, semi—detached houses, maisoneties.

(c) Hotels, etc. Includes motels, hostels, bearding
houses, guesthouses, holiday apartment buildings.

(dy Skops. Includes retail shops, restaurants, cafes, tav-
ems, dry cleaners, laundromats, hair salons, shopping
arcades.

(¢) Fuctories. Inctudes paper mills. oil refinery build-
ings, brickworks, foundries, powerhousgs, manufac-
turing laboratories, workshops as part of a
manufactunng process.

(f} Offices. Includes banks, post offices, council cham-
bers, head and regional offices.

{g)  Other business premises. Includes warehouses, stor-
age depots, service stations, transport depots and
terminals. electnicity substation buildings, pumping
station buildings, telephone exchanges, mail sorting
centres, broadcasting stations, film studtos.

(h) Fducational Includes schools. colleges, kindergar-
tens, libraries. museums, art gailenies, research and
teaching labormtones, theclogical colleges.

(1)  Religious. Includes churches, chapels. temples.

()  Health. Includes hospitals, nursing homes, surgeries,
clinics, medical centres. '

(k) Entertainment and recreational. Includes clubs,
theatres, cinemas, public halls, gymnasiums, grand-
stands, squash courts, sports and recreation centres.

(  Miscellaneous. Includes law courts, homes for the
aged (where medical care is not provided as a normat
service), orphanages, gaols, bafracks. mine build-
ings, glasshouses, livestock sheds, sheanng sheds,
fruit and skin dryving sheds, public toilets, and ambu-
lance, fire and police stations.

Reliability of the estimates

20. Since the figures for private sector house building
activity (including alterations and additions) are derived from
information obtained from a complete enumeration of ap-
proved building jobs they are not subject to sampling error, as
may be found in sample surveys. Priorto the June quarter 1991,
prvate sector housing activity was measured by a sample
survey and there is a small residual proportion of these sampled
jobs which are still under construction included in the survey.
The effect of this smati number of sampled jobs on these
estimates and those that would have been obtained if informa-
tion for all approved jobs for the relevant period had been
included in the survey is not considered to be significant.

21 Despite the precise nature of complete enumeration,
inaccuracies may occur because of inadequacies in the source
of building approval information, imperfections in reporing
by respondents, and errors made in the coding and processing
of data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non—sam-
pling error, and may occur in any enumeration whether itbe a
full count or only a sample. Every effort is made to reduce the
non-sampling error to a minimum by the careful design of
questionnaires, efforts to obtain responses for all selected
building jobs, and efficient operating procedures.



Estimates at constant prices

22. Estimates of the value of commencements and work
done at average 1989-90 prices are shown in Table 4. Constant
price estimates measure changes in value after the direct
effects of price changes have been eliminated. The deflators
used to revalue the current price estirnates in this publication
are derived from the same price data underlying the deflators
compiled for the dwellings and non—dwelling construction
components of the national accounts aggregate “Gross fixed
capital expenditure’.

23 Estimates at constant prices are subject to a2 number of
approximations and assurnptions. Further information on the
nature and concepts of constant price estimates is contained in
Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounts: Concepts, Sources
and Methods (5216.0}).

Unpublished data and related publications

24, The ABS can also make available certain building
approvals and activity data which are not published. Where it
is not practicable to provide the required information by tele-
phone, data can be provided in the following forms: micro-
fiche, photocopy, computer prnintout, floppy disk and clerically
extracted tabulation For details of what further information is
available and its cost, please telephone this publication’s con-
tact officer (shown on the front page).

25, Users may also wish to refer to the following building
and construction publications which are available on request:

Building Approvais, Australia (8731.0) - monthly ($13.50)

Building Approvals, Northern Territory (8731.7) —
monthly ($7.00)

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence-
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — quarterly ($11.00)

Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) — quarterly ($14.50)

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) —
guarterly ($11.00) _

Construction Activity at Constant Prices, Australia
(8782.0) — quaiterly ($11.00)

26. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be
released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications
Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbels and other usages

. not applicable

— nil or rounded to 2ero .

r figure or series revised since previous issue

27, Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may

occur between sums of the component items and totals.

BOB HARRISON
Statistician, Northern Territory
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’'s economic and
social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and other products can be
found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products available at all ABS Offices.

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Irformation Consultancy
Service available at ABS Offices (see Information inquiries below for contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25c/21.4 38cs.)
This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A wide range of ABS data are available on electronic media. Selections of most frequently
requested statistics are available, updated daily, on DISCOVERY (Key “656#). The ABS PC
TELESTATS service delivers major economic indicator main features ready to download into
personal computers on the day of release. The PC AUSSTATS service enables onHine access
to a data bass of thousands of up-to—date time series. Seiected datasets are also available on
diskette or CD-ROM. For more details on electronic data services available, contact Information
Services in any of the ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for contact details).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 500 titles of various publications available from ABS Booksheps in all ABS Offices
(see Bookshop Sales below for contact details). The ABS also provides a subscription service
through which nominated publications are provided by mail on a regular basis at no additional cost
(telephone Publications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

MLC Building, 81 Smith St, Darwin

¢)

Regional Offices Information [nquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY {02) 268 4611 (02) 268 4620
MELBOURNE {03) 615 7000 (03) 815 7829
BRISBANE {07) 222 6351 {07) 222 8350
PERTH (09) 323 5140 {09) 323 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 {08} 237 7582
HOBART (002) 205 800 {002) 205 800
CANBERRA (06) 207 0326 , {06} 207 0326+
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 (089) 43 2111
National Office

ACT (06) 252 6007 008 02 06 08

D<

information Services, ABS, GPO Box 3796, Darwin 0801
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